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ÁLVARO MIRANDA SIMAVILLA, SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT AND 
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Mr. Juan Tomás Hernán, Secretary of State for Innovation; Mr. José Iribas, Deputy Mayor of Pamplona; Mr. José María Fernández, President of the Spanish Association of Bioenterprises; Mr. José Luis García; President of the Spanish Biotechnology Society; Authorities, Ladies and Gentlemen participating in this Conference, friends:
On behalf of the President of the Government of Navarre, I would like to extend to you a warm welcome to our Foral Community, which you now visit to attend the great event BIOSPAIN 2010.
I wish to thank you all for travelling to Pamplona from countries such as the United States, France, the United Kingdom, Germany, Canada, Portugal, Israel and Switzerland, as well as from other autonomous communities in Spain in order to attend the largest biotechnology conference to be held in Europe this year.
I also wish to thank ASEBIO, the Spanish Association of Bioenterprises, for choosing our Community as a venue for this great conference, an event for which we have very high expectations.
We have no doubt that your opinions and the analyses offered in the discussions to be held over these three days will lead to valuable conclusions. These contributions will undoubtedly help us forge ahead in the field of biotechnology, strengthen ties and build a better future for our society and peoples worldwide. 
Advances in Biotechnology are advances that contribute to improving our health, one of the greatest challenges of our time.

It has been said that during these three days, more than 1,500 trade agreements will be reached among the 600 enterprises participating in this event. I wish you all the best of success.

From this platform and from the Community of Navarre, we offer our humble assistance in the development of your projects by providing a venue for your research, a laboratory for your ideas, a partner in technology and a base for your companies. 
As you all know, the Government of Navarre is one of the sponsors of Genoma España, a platform provided for researchers, companies, institutions and investors who are actively involved in the development of this key new biotechnology sector.   
For Navarre, Biotechnology represents one of the main challenges for the future.

As you may know, Navarre is a rich region on a European and worldwide level. Navarre, with 29,745.60 euros per capita, currently places 32nd on a list of 271 European Union regions according to GDP per capita. Navarre is the leading Spanish region in terms of R&D&I investment (representing 1.92% of its GDP), and Navarre is also very open to outside markets: one out of every three units produced in our region is sold beyond our borders.

Navarre has 5,000 researchers and technicians, most of whom belong to the bio-health sector. Moreover, 37% of our adult population holds a university degree.

For these reasons, Navarre wishes to maintain its economic leadership and quality of life in order to further its development.
On precisely this Friday, in two days’ time, the Navarran Parliament will approve what will be the new Economic Development Model for Navarre, a Plan that we call MODERNA. This is a regional plan covering the next 20 years, intended to change our production model, making it more competitive, more innovative, enabling us to continue to grow in the future and maintain and increase the economic status and well-being that all Navarran citizens enjoy. 

This Plan for the future is based on: 

· Education
· Innovation and
· Internationalization
As part of this plan, we are making a commitment to three large economic areas: the ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH and TALENT. 
Within these three areas, particularly in the field of health services in Navarre, biotechnology is called upon to provide leverage for our economic development, laying the foundation for our economic growth in Health and Biotechnology; we also wish for its beneficial effects to extend around the globe.
Our community is already working hard to make the Navarran biotechnology sector a world leader. Today in our community, more than 500 people are employed in this sector, all with advanced technological skills, but we want to create more than 2,000 new jobs over the next decade. In other words, we want to multiply by a factor of four employment in the field of biotechnology.

We should stress something important, that in the Community of Navarre, we already have all of the resources necessary to cover the complete pharmaceutical development cycle. Not all regions can say this.
But our goal for the future is to grow even more, to be better and to serve as an international partner in the biotechnology sector.

Navarre already has experience as a pioneer in the development of new production sectors. One example has been the RENEWABLE ENERGY sector, which began operation in the 80s, and whose companies are now leaders worldwide.

The potential growth of biotechnology as an economic sector today is exponential. The Navarran Government, through the Sociedad de Desarrollo de Navarra, SODENA, participates in nine companies in the biomedical sector and in four investment funds, two of which are specialized in biotechnology. 
This investment commitment exceeds 30 million euros.
Our strategy for the future centers on investments in the biopharmaceutical sector, with a focus on creating new companies or investing in already existing ones, in conjunction with private investors, covering the initial stages of pharmaceutical development. 
To do this, we are creating a public-private fund of 500 million euros, which represents nearly 3% of our GDP. This can be, and will be, a true jumpstart for the launching of projects in the field of biotechnology.
I believe that every one here today would agree that science is an essential instrument to boost the progress and development of our society. 
We probably also share the opinion that biotechnology offers us an avenue to improve our society, our health, our food, our quality of life…in simple terms, our future.  
For this reason, I sincerely hope your stay in Navarre is a productive one and that all of us, together, take one more step towards progress.

Thank you very much.

I HEREBY DECLARE THE 5TH INTERATIONAL CONFERENCE ON BIOTECHNOLOGY, BIOSPAIN 2010, OFFICIALLY OPEN.
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