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First Ambit 

Carlism: History and Memory 

Carlism is an historical movement originated and developed in the past, which 

has kept a continuous presence in our collective memory. Nowadays, the 

necessary temporal perspective and historical reflexion provide us the 

opportunity to contemplate its evolution up to the end of the Spanish Civil War. 

The Revolution 

The term “Revolution” refers to the profound changes that took place both in 

Europe and North America in the second half of the eighteenth century. It was a 

time when the privileges of the clergy and nobility were abolished, the principles 

of liberty and equality restored, the division of state powers established, and the 

constitutional law adopted. 

The Counter-revolution 

Some social sectors were not content with the forthcoming changes. The 

privileged estates of the Ancien Régime: nobility and clergy, and also peasants 

and craftsmen mobilized, because of different reasons, but all in the same 

direction, against the new social order. 

A Wave of Counter-revolutionary Movements  

At the end of the eighteenth century and during the nineteenth century Europe 

went through a wide counter-revolutionary movement which adopted different 

forms depending on the place and time. The Vendée and Chouannery in 

France, Miguelism in Portugal, Viva Maria and San Fedism in Italy, and Realism 

and Carlism in Spain. 

Ideas to Defend a Bygone World 

The French Revolution and its aftermath fostered the apparition of a generation 

of theorists who advocated the traditional beliefs that sustained the Ancien 

Régime. The English Edmund Burke (1729-1797), and the French Joseph the 

Maistre (1753-1809) and abbot Barruel (1741-1820) stand out among those 

counter-revolutionary thinkers. 



 

In Spain, the influence of these theorists was felt after the outbreak of the 

Peninsular War, known in Spain as the War of Independence (1808), thanks to 

the works of ecclesiastical publicists such as Lorenzo Hervás (1735-1809), 

Francisco Alvarado (1756-1814) or Rafael Vélez (1777-1850). 

Carlism, a Long-lived Movement  

Carlism can be labelled as part of the European phenomenon of counter-

revolution. Both share some characteristics, such as legitimism, the defence of 

religion and the rejection of revolutionary rationalism. However, Carlism 

presents a unique feature: its long historical duration. Its capacity of adaptation 

has enabled it to survive, while the other counter-revolutionary movements 

virtually disappeared during the second half of the twentieth century. 

Navarre and Carlism  

Throughout its history, Carlism was specially strong in the North of Spain, 

mainly in The Basque Country, Navarre and Catalonia, even though it also 

found support in important population centres in Valencia and Aragon, and 

sporadically in Andalucía. The geographical setting of the movement has 

remained almost invariable, the only change being the increase or decrease in 

the numbers of its supporters. 

Navarre has been one of the enclaves most closely attached to Carlism. Some 

of the factors than can explain this circumstance are its particular geographic 

features, the identification of this movement with the defence of the local 

charters “Fueros” or the possibilities of action that the shared frontier with 

France fostered. 



 

Second Ambit 

The Crisis of the Ancien Régime and the Creation of  Carlism 

Spain before 1808 

The reign of Carlos IV (1748-1819) was marked by the French Revolution. In 

1793, the Spanish monarchy went to war with revolutionary France. The defeat 

made the Spanish throne ally with the French, situation which later, with 

Napoleon already in power, would lead to a confrontation with the English with 

the ensuing defeat in Trafalgar (1805). The Treaty of Fontainebleau, signed in 

1807, officially established the presence of French troops on Spanish soil. 

Against France, pro God, King, and Fatherland  

1808 witnessed a rebellion against the imperial troops, in defence of the 

dethroned Fernando VII (1784-1833) who had just succeeded his father, Carlos 

IV, to the crown, and also in defence of an endangered religion. A reaction 

against the foreigner also lay beneath this uprising, giving the Peninsular War, 

or War of Independence (1801-1814) as it is known in Spain, an unequivocal 

national character. 

Europe in the Congress of Vienna   

Following the defeat of Napoleon, the Great European Powers gathered in the 

Congress of Vienna (1814-1815) with the goal of settling a political balance on 

the Continent. In this context, the emperor of Austria, the king of Prussia, and 

the tsar of Russia, signed a treaty by which they united in a "Holy Alliance” to 

instill religious values in European political life, and with the aim of laying down 

a political status based on the legitimacy of royal absolutism. Even though 

Spain had ceased to be a power, Fernando VII embodied this type of monarchy. 

A Call to Arms for the King 

The end of the Peninsular War also brought about the triumph of Absolutism in 

the person of Fernando VII. Notwithstanding that, the revolutionary turning point 

in 1820, with the ensuing restoration of the Constitution of Cadiz, set off a 

royalist armed insurrection which, even though it didn’t succeed in 

reestablishing the prerogatives of absolute monarchy, it opened up the path to 



 

the Hundred Thousand Sons of Saint Louis, the French armed forces mobilized 

by the Holy Alliance, who did restore the king’s absolute power. 

Royalists Revolts against Fernando VII  

At the end of his reign, the king precipitated a confrontation with his own 

conservative adherents, and the last decade of his rule (1823-1833) bore 

witness to numerous ultra-absolutist insurrections. The most important of those 

reactionary revolts was the War of the Agraviados or “Malcontents” (the 

Discontented Ones) as it was known in Catalonia, where it broke out in 1827. 

These rebellious outbreaks revealed a split within the ranks of those who had of 

late supported the king, and highlighted the appearance of a distinct radical line 

which prefigured Carlism. 

A Legal Dispute: the Succession Question   

Carlism as such originated from a legal confrontation between the brother and 

daughter of Fernando VII, the Infante Carlos María Isidro and the Princess 

Isabel, concerning the succession laws and who had the right to inherit the 

throne. The object of dispute was the promulgation of a decree, a Pragmatic 

from 1789, which allowed the accession of women to the throne, thus removing 

the Infante Carlos as heir presumptive and setting aside the ultra-conservative 

current.   

March 1830: Fernando VII issued the Pragmatic Sanction, which ratified a 

decree approved by the Cortes in 1789, and that Carlos IV had not enacted. 

The Pragmatic Sanction replaced the Semi-Salic Law and thereby allowed royal 

succession to females. The Infante Carlos María Isidro, should his brother have 

issue, would be cut out of the succession to the crown. 

October 1830: birth of Princess Isabel. 

September 1832: Fernando VII, severely ill and forced by the Government with 

the argument of avoiding a Civil War, revoked the Pragmatic Sanction. 

October 1832: Fernando VII, after an unexpected recovery, annulled the decree 

of derogation. 



 

June 1833: the Infanta Isabel was invested Princess of Asturias. 

29th September 1833: death of Fernando VII. Isabel, underage, was proclaimed 

queen, and her mother Maria Cristina became queen regent. The Infante Carlos 

Maria Isidro refused to recognise his niece as queen, giving rise to the First 

Carlist War. 





 

Third Ambit 

The texts of this ambit are presented by means of an interactive display. 

On the wall, a chronological list of events of the First Carlist War. 

Navarre after the First Carlist War   

After the Convention of Vergara, also known as the Embrace of Vergara, the 

Cortes passed the Law of Confirmation of the Basque and Navarre Fueros of 25 

of October 1839. This law attempted to initiate a process that could reconcile 

the fueros (local charters) with the new liberal regime. 

The result was the passing of the Law of the Modification of the Fueros of 16 of 

August 1841, known as “Ley Paccionada”, which was in force until 1982. From 

that time on, Navarre ceased to be a kingdom and became a foral province. 





 

Fourth Ambit 

The texts of this ambit are presented by means of an interactive display. 

On the wall, a chronological list of Carlists events of the period between wars. It 

includes the Guerra dels Matiners (War of the Early Risers). 





 

Fifth Ambit 

Second Carlist War 

The texts of this ambit are presented by means of an interactive display. 

On the wall, a chronological list of events of the Second Carlist War.  

This ambit includes a corner devoted to: 

The Image of the Pretender  

The conversion of an unknown person born outside Spain into the candidate of 

a political option which defended tradition was a difficult task that the Carlists 

had to undertake in the person of Carlos VII. The construction of the image of 

the pretender was something vital in order to present his candidacy. The 

importance the pretender acquired in all ambits was linked to the need to make 

him the symbol of Carlism. The projection of his image, anagram, and name 

filled all types of spaces and supports. 





 

Sixth Ambit 

Art in War 





 

Seventh Ambit 

Carlism between Two Centuries 

Carlism in Times of Peace  

The Restoration (1874) brought about the return to Spain of the Bourbon 

dynasty in the person of Alfonso XII, son of Isabel II. This situation and the end 

of the Second Carlist War (1876) set the beginning of a period of changes in 

Carlism. On the one hand, the warring cycle started in 1833 came to an end, 

and that forced the party (The Communion) to adapt to a different time in which 

war was not to be any longer the principal means of expression. Cándido 

Nocedal, backed by the newspaper El Siglo Futuro (The Future Century), was 

the most prominent Carlist figure of this period. On the other hand, and as the 

new monarchy became the safeguard of public order and of the primacy of the 

Catholic Church, Carlism lost the role it had played during the Revolutionary 

Sexenium (1868-1874), as the unifying force of all the counter-revolutionary 

sectors. This resulted in a series of internal conflicts between carlists and 

integrists that led to the integrists finally breaking away from "official" Carlism 

and forming their own party (1888). 

The Time of Political Modernization  

The Integrist split was a heavy blow for Carlism, which the party tried to 

overcome through a restructuring of the movement and the adoption of new 

strategies. The party’s modernization was based on its ideological redefinition, 

on the boosting of partisan press (the Madrid-based El Correo Español) and 

publications, the proliferation of “juntas”, an active propaganda, and on the 

conquering of a social presence. The traditionalist “círculos” (local assembly 

houses) grew in relevance and became the centre of party life. At this time, the 

marquis of Cerralbo (1845-1922) was the most conspicuous figure in Carlism. 

Belligerent Times and Internal Tensions. 

After the crisis of 1898, Carlism had a revival, and plotted once again to stage 

an armed insurrection, but without achieving any relevant results. The twentieth 

century started with a new momentum for the party’s organization and the 

development of activities to mobilize the young. These activities included 



 

gymnastic-like exercises, such as marching and shooting drills, and eventually 

acquired a paramilitary fashion which, towards 1912, originated the Carlist 

militia the “Requetés”, a formation in consonance with the mass politics and the 

climate of violence prevalent during the interregnum between the two World 

Wars. Following the death in 1909 of Carlos VII in Varese (Italy), his son, Jaime 

III, had to confront the internal opposition headed by Juan Vázquez de Mella. 

The different tendencies with regard to the then incipient conservative 

nationalisms, to the union of right-wing parties, and to the First World War 

(1914-1918) led to the so called Mellists schism of 1919, which brought about 

the formation of the Catholic Traditionalist Party. 



 

Eighth Ambit 

The Second Republic and the Civil War 

The Traditionalist Communion versus the Republic  

The proclamation of the Second Republic (14th April 1931) placed Carlism, once 

again, in the limelight of the different counterrevolutionary forces. The situation 

coincided with the death of Jaime III (2nd October 1931) and the nomination as 

pretender of Alfonso Carlos, his eighty-two year old uncle, which eased the path 

for the reunification of the different Carlist and Integrist sections in a formation in 

which the monarchical current was losing weight. This is the origin of the Carlist 

Traditionalist Communion which took part in the events during the Second 

Republic, especially in Navarre and the Basque Country. 

Margaritas, Requetés and Pelayos 

During the Restoration, Carlist conviviality found its favourite meeting place for 

socializing and for political activities in the local assembly houses “los círculos”. 

Although the “círculos” existed all round the whole country, they found their 

strongest implantation in Valencia, Andalucía, Galicia, and especially in 

Navarre. During the Second Republic (1931-1936), the “círculos” played an 

important role in the intense political life of the moment. Women joined the 

Carlist mobilization through the “Margaritas” [the women’s organization named 

after Doña Margarita, wife of Carlos VII]1. Urraca Pastor (1907-1984) 

distinguished herself as a prominent leader of the “Margaritas”. On the other 

hand, the Carlist militarization as a strike force against the leftist formations 

relied on the “Requeté”, which adopted a military uniformity and structure. Even 

children were introduced into the party’s active life through the youth 

association the “Pelayos”.  

                                                           

1 [ ] = Translator's addition. 



 

1939: Victories and Defeats  

For the Carlist Movement, the Civil War of 1936 meant an end to the nineteenth 

century wars. After so many defeats, they finally found themselves on the 

winning side. They had, however, yielded so much on the way. Not only were 

they not the owners of the victory, but what is more, they found themselves 

immersed in a wider group of forces which hindered the implementation of their 

projects. And also, at the end of the war all “requeté” units, together with their 

juntas and ranks, were dismissed, while the rights of property for the 

newspapers, “círculos” and radio stations passed to Falange Española 

Tradicionalista y de las JONS. Some Carlists started thinking then, whether that 

victory hadn’t transformed itself in another kind of defeat. 



 

FINAL PANEL 

Bellicose Navarre. Soldiers and Flags or Civil Wars  

Sketch for the fresco in the interior of the dome of the Monument to the Fallen 

Ones in Pamplona, by Ramón Stolz Viciano, 1950, Museum of Navarre. 

“From the right, some eighteenth century figures, emulating the volunteers of 

the battle-scarred Espoz y Mina in his guerrilla fights against the French, move 

forward. Facing them, a volunteer on foot, donned with the uniform of the so 

called “Guides of Navarre” of Zumalacárregui, from the First Carlist War (1833-

1840), hoists a white flag, and advancing more towards the left, three figures 

representing three generations of the following Carlist Wars, before an officer 

on horseback who hoists the flag called “Generalísima”, which had been 

embroidered by the queen during the first war with the image of the Immaculate 

Conception. To top it all, a rock (….) On top of it and under a Spanish flag and 

the Cross from a requeté army corps, four figures representing three voluntary 

divisions from the last civil war: a falangista, a regular soldier and a requeté 

come forward.” 

F. J. Pérez Rojas & E. Enjuto, Ramón Stolz Viciano. El oficio de pintar (2004). 


